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rates); in about thirty-nine the voters were the burgage
tenants; in about forty-three the members were returned
by the corporations, and in about sixty-two the freemen
elected the representatives.1   In many of these boroughs
the number of voters was small from the beginning; in
many more for various reasons the number grew gradually
less.   This tendency increased in the eighteenth century
and was accelerated by the action of Parliament itself.
From 1586 disputed elections had been tried by the House s^11 *ler^
of Commons or its Committee.   In 1696 and in 1729 Last boroughs." "
Determination Acts were passed which made the decisions
of the Commons as to the nature of the franchise in a dis-
puted election permanently binding.    By that time many
of the boroughs had narrow franchises; many had fallen
under the influence of noble families.   The Commons were
naturally inclined to  accept  the established custom  of
boroughs, and also to sympathise with the influence of the
ruling class; and the result of these Acts was to prevent
attempts to widen the franchise, and to make it possible for
borough patrons to have their position legally recognised
by a vote of the Commons, where their rights were sym-
pathetically regarded.   In 1761, of the 204 English boroughs,
only 22 had over 1,000 voters, 22 had between 500 and 1,000
voters, ii about 500, and the rest under 500 voters.2   In
Cornwall the 52 borough members were returned by 1,050
voters in 1783: St. Ives had the largest number of voters,
180, and 7 boroughs had less than 30 voters.3    Of the 8
Cinque ports, 5 had less than 40 voters.   The total number
of voters in the boroughs may be reckoned at about 35»ooo.4
The opportunities for sharp practice were increased by ^ef^|1iri
the absence of any electoral roll, the system of open voting, machinery*
and the vagaries of election dates.   " There was no regis-
tration and the right of each elector to poll was determined
after he  appeared and offered himself as a voter. . . .
Naturally numerous brawls and riots resulted,  and the
. i See Namier, of. cit., p. 95* and Porritt, op. cit.f pp. 4 and 30,
2	Namier, op. cit.,, p. 100.
3	Courtney, ParL Repres. of Corn., pp. zz and 23.
4	Namier, op. dt.f pp. 100 and 102.

